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OR THE 


N ature and N eceſſity of being 
BORN AGAT N, 


Progreſlively deſcribed and explained. 


INTRODUCTION. 33 
7 Ns every one who has Eyes to ſee 101 


A A Ears to hear, cannot but perceive and 


& lament the preſent deplorable State of 
M. C y. this ſinking Nation, and the Advantage 


Satan, our ſubtle Enemp, has gained over the greater 


Part of Mankind, by his cunning Devices; eſpe- 
cially among thole of the higher Rank, whoſe Ex- 
ample the inferior Claſſes are too ready to follow, 
God's holy Laws, and the Precepts of the bleſſed _ 
Goſpel are ſet at nought; while all Kind of Wick-- 
edneſs, and Irreligion prevails in every Place: 
and -without a general and ſpeedy Reformation, 
muſt end in our Ruin and Deſtruction. . 
Therefore every Man who can offer or promote 

any thing that may be conducive to the Good of his 
Fellow- Creatures, and ta God's Slory, ought to uſe 
his utmoſt Endeavour at ſuch a Time as this. 
A little Poem on the New Birth having lately 
fallen into my Hands; a Subject of the higheſt 
Importance and never Rundes (in aChriſtian 
| B Nation; 
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15 Jeſus Cbriſt, be aſer ibed all the Gary | . 


ni 
Nation ) than in this preſent degenerate Age; 


Which I have endeavoured to improve by enlarging. 
upon the Subject ; and alfo adding to it ſuch Scrip- 
ture References and other explanatory Notes, as 
mY render it plain and eaſy, even to the moſt 


Jnlearned : for whoſe Benefit it is chiefly deſigned. 
And tho' the Compoſition. may in many Places 


be defective 3 which I hope the candid Readers 


will *excuſe) yet I truſt in the Whole, it will be 
found both Scriptural and experimental ; which 
with the Aſſiſtance of God's holy Spirit, every one 


that has a Deſire to knowof this Matter, and to be 
a happy Partaker thereof; may by a ſerious Peruſal, 


learn ; firſt, what is not, and ſecondly, what it is 
to be a Chriſtian indeed: and alſo, the lamentable 


End of thoſe who content themſelves to live and 


die entirely ignorant of thoſe Bleſſings which Gd 


has to beſtow ; and for which Chri# paid the 


Price of. his Blood. And if this little Attempt 
ſhould prove 2 Means in Gad's Hands of awaken- 


ing any one Soul to a true Senſe of their loſt Eſtate, 
or of only ſtrengthening any one, wha has already 


been awaken'd, my Labour is not in vain, —Yet not 
unto me, but unto God, the Father of our Lard 
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[THEN Ruler Nicodemus came *® 
ed, | To ſpeak with Chriſt by Night; 
ces Convinc'd, he own'd the gracious Name, 

jers From God, his Power and Might. 

| be | But Chriſt, to make the Matter ſhort, 

ich | Thus told him flat and plain, 

one | All thy aſſenting argues nought, 

be Ye muſt be born again. 


fal, | MNote, In this Evening Conference between the Bleſſed 
it is 1750 and Nicodemus, ouf Lord has diſcovered the whole 
Myſtery of that Religion he came upon Earth to eftablith. 

And although this Vicouemts was a very grave and learned 
Man, as touching the Fewih Laws ahd Cerethonies ; 
yet he was quite ignorant (as all are by Nature) of this 
the | new Birth, or inyard Change wrought in the Heart by 
Npt | the Holy Ghoſt. And. though he freely and generouſly 
en- | acknowledged the Miſſion and Power o Criſt yet our 
ate, Lord's quick Reply to him plainly ſhews, that all out- 
A y ward Pretences, allen ing ans conſenting to the Fruths ll 
t and Miracles wrought by 750, is not ſufficient to qualify 
not a Man to be py eur and an Inheritor bf his Kingdotn.— .== 
ard | For, except u Mah be born again; (ſays Chi/) i. E. in- 
Fe: wardly changed from Sinfulnefs to Holineſs, Beth of 
Heart and Mind ;=-þe cannot ſer the Kingdom of Gdd. 
John iii. 3. And St. Paul allo àffirms, that a bare out- 
ward . or Reformation, though we amend many 
| Things, will avail us hothing beforè God. For, in Chri/l 
ID; you (fays he) neither Circuniciſion availeth any thing, nor 
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Uncircumciſion; — neither this nor that Sect or Opinion, — 
dit ꝝ Few Creature, Gal. vi. 7. a new Creation in our lil 
Ssuls; a Reſtoration to that Image and Faveuf of God. 
loſt by the Tranſereſfion of our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, 

Gen. ni. 17. For, as in Adam all die, ſo in Chiift (the 
ſeebnd Adam) miſt uli be made alivè. 1 Cot. xv. 24. Ahd 
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Ipo is is groünded the whole 8y{ient of the Chriftian 
- |. Diſpenſation; Chin being the chief Corner Stones 
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| « $7278 he that s born of BY F leſh, 
3 She Elelh will ftill/purſue * © 
„Water alone can never waſh, Bred 
Te muſt be born ane, ,; 
Of Water and the Holy Spirit, 

Jo cleanſe thy Soul from Stain; ? 
9 Fur Heav'n @a Man can neer inberit, 
"HY Except be's born we.” 1 


= | II. 
Caſt, in a . State of Death, 


2 
23 2 


Are all of Adam's Seed; 

1 Conceiv'd in Sin, Children of Wrath, | 

of Defil'd in Word and Deed. 3 

i In. me, no Part from Head to Toe, 

1 7 Is free without a Stain, $464 | ev} IF 

bi. ' Wholly corrupt, what muſt I do, „„ 

1 gy Fm not born again? 3 

* 5 | IV. J 

i By „ I am doubly dead, PDE A 
In Treſpaſſes and Sin; | 5 


Ignorant of God, and 25 my Head, 
And all that Heav'n can win. | 
1 hourly live in Dreads and Fears, 0 
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| "Where can I hide, when ia appears? 45 
11 I'm not ror an.. 


. . ws ns, viii. 5. 1 lik. 6, Tt: is exceeding 
b plain: that every Thing in Nature purſues its own natu- 
ral Courſe; ſo man, being concerved and born in Sin, is na- 
turally inclined to Evil, and without a ſupernatural Power 

| from God to ſtop and turn the Stream, would unavoidably 
end in eternal Ruin. For the Wages of Sin, is Death; 
n ha Gift of God is eternal Life. Rom, vi. 23 „ 
a + Eph, li, 1 —42. TTY 


Expecting to be ſlain; 58 
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Perf. 5. * 2 Tim. ii 26. 5 The Hip 15 its „ 1 


7 [ ; 5 } ] 
* 777 
1 : a 
7 v 
L eo 
3 N 0 
WI g * 1 


A bond Slave under. Satan? $ Power, | 
In Snares and Luſts I lie,“ 

A willing Captive, every Hour 

I ſtand in Jeapord y. 

Should God be rigorous and juſt, 
To mark each guilty Stain; 

I ſhall be doom'd among th' accurs . 
EILER I'm born A. DET. 


My groundleſs Hose which tott r ring Fans, 
Oft turns into Deſpair; Tr 

As Caſtles built upon the Sands, 
Cannot the Tempeſt bear. 

No Right unto God's Promiſes, © Ed BEM 
Have I, while Sin doth reign z © 

Nor any Part in Him, who ſays 4 
Ye _ id born 1 880 2 | 
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| What tho? I every Truth theres: 
Concerning Goſpel Grace: 
And bear the Name of Chriſt, and have | 
The Form of Godlineſs ; + f 
This nothing will avail, if I 
Do not the Power obtain, 
Of Faith that worketh. r. 1 
By Ig born. Ae, 
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crite l periſh, Job viii. 1 3. 1 
„ us 1h, 8. 1 Paith which worketh by Wo 
2 which 8 the Heart. Gal. G 
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06) 
VIII. 


What tho? Convittion * on me fall, 
Of every Deed ind Thought; 


| | ' And force me to acknoWIedy ali 


As Sin, which 1 have wrought : 
And for the ſame 1 mourn Each Day, 


From Wrath I never can be free; 3 a 
* I'm Born again. 15 


33 
A Book of all my formet Acts, 


And 'tis detlar'd by aw. 


Fore God ſtands o en r 
Fr of Works, os Sb 
No Fleſh rs juſtified... 1 i 


Since none cer kept in en. 


The Law, and did not fin ; 


But all come very ſhort of this, 
And muſt be born Ll 


© 0 a | - 
5 


| 3 Lord look'd down: from ear“ n wa "voy 


None juſt of Adam's Race ; | 
All have tranſgreſs'd his holy . 
And muſt be ſaved v i 


i I I haveever told 4 Lie, 


Or took God's Name in vam, | 14% 5 


Y The Law declares thit I muſt die, 5 


8 a I'm e 1 22 1 00 
| | A 0. XI. 


it will avail us nothing. + OS; braft i rs the End of the Law 
for Righteruſinſs, to thetn that believe. Rom. x X. * 

Fa 9. t. Rom. iii. 20, 23. FEpb. ii. 
. 10. ; dee Deut. XXV. 26. Ce Iii. 10. James 


Yet while. the Guile Z 


S &5 o Ma» 


64 8. Though without OE OY there can be no | 
onverſion : yet if our Convictions do not bring us to 
#3/t to have both the Guilt and Power of Sin taken away, 
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But O! How few believe or mind, 
- Thoſe Sentences, and Awes; _ 
Some think that Cod will be mh kind, 
Than Yexecute his Laws: 
Others by Wiſdom's'Wir and Art, 
Have Reaſons form'd ſo plain, Fee 
They can with Eaſe their Minds divert ; g: . * 
From being Pen again. | = 
| XII. 


But grant me Heav'n, t'embrace che e Hurd, 
Leſt I their Portion Share; | 
Shut out for ever from the Lord, 
In Horror and Deſpair.“ 
Companion of the damn'd, who cry. 
And weep in endleſs Pain ; = 
O!] grant me gracious Lord that Zöͤööd 
May now be born again. 5 vn 
XIII. 


That wholly I may be renew'd, 

In Heart, in Mind, and Will; 

2 And every reigning Luft ſubdu'd, | 

| Thy Pleaſure to fulfil. _ 

Not only outward Things t'amend, + . 

Or from grofs Sins refrain; 

But ſuch a Change as in the End, 1 
May N I'm born again. | = 
| Verſ. 11. Shews how Man has ſought out many In- 

no | ventions rather than hearken to God's Voice, or complx 

50 with his Ways. But God has declared he will confound 3M 

ay, | and bring to naught all the Wiſdom of the Wiſe ; and he 

aw 1 truſts therein for Salvation, will certainly be deceived. 1 3 

1 Cor. i, 19. | 

| Fer. 5 0 * The wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, See 

12 IX, 17. Matt. xxiv. SI. V. 306. 
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And faſt, and pray, and read; 
And love his Neighbour, and refuſe, 
b < None help in Time of Need: 

© Give largely to the Poor he may, 
And to the Prieft each ten, 

* And yet at laſt, be caſt aways” + 
| | Not being born again. 


XV. 


| Others may ſuch Attainments reach, 
As Saints would them admire ; 
The Truth of Jeſus boldly preach, 
With (ſeeming) warm Deſire : 
Spend all their Time, and Strength, and Breath, 
Io get the Praiſe of Men) 
And yet be caſt away at Death,* 
Not being born again. 


: XVI. 


L What tho' all ted 1 ſhould have, 

L The Gifts of Prophecy ; Ag 

5 Or Faith e' en Mountains to remove, 
And great Events deſory. 
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2 Fer erſ. 14. + Doing the leaſt of the two 0 
mentioned by Chriſt, but omitting the firſt and greateſt, 
meln, to love the Lord our Gad, & c. Matt. xxii. of TIER 
. Her. 15, 16. Many (ſays Chrift) will fay to me in that 
by Lord, Lord, have we not preached in thy Name, Sc. 
and I will profeſs and ſay to them, 1 never knew you, depart 


from me, ye that work eee dee e. Vil. 22, 23.— 
Lake xili. 5 7 


* . $ 5 
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A Man may every Ord*nance uſe, : 


1 
| | 
[i 1 ; 1 8 

. | | | 
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Theſe nothing would avail to me; 
Tho? giv'n for others Gain, 

Without that Love and Unity 
Wrought when we're born again. 


XVII. 
Tho' I give all my Goods to make, 


The needy Poor rejoice; 1 
And ſuffer Death for Jeſus* Sake, 
« Triumphing in my Choice: Ply 
All this would nothing profit me, 
© (Tho? great iꝰth' Sight of Men,) 
Without that perfect Charity *,* 
Wrought when we're born again. 


XVIII. 


Since *tis ec all Gifts ſhall fail, 
Tho? given for others good; 
And naught but that pure Love prevail, . 
Which ſprings alone from God : 
Then let us now no longer ſtay, 
In this poor lifeleſs Train; 1491 
But to the Fountain haſte A 
And there be horn again. 


. 
The Time that's paſt, let it ſuffice, 
Of Unbelief and Sin 1 
I'll now endeavour to be wile, 
By: Grace PI rife again. ele eg = 


N 


A . 


* 


2 17, 18. x Cor. xiii. 2, 3. ver. 8. This is the De- 
claration of St. Paul. The Word Charity in our old Bibles, 
is called Love, ſignifying the Love of God, and of all 
Mankind for his Sake; and whatever Works of Charity, 
&c. we do, if they be not done from that Principle, they 
are not pleaſing and acceptable to God, and therefore 
can profit nothing in the End. See Article 13. 


RR» 


I dare not thoſe great Truths A ir 


Which Chriſt has ſpoke ſo 0 * 
| That all ſhall die, eternally, * _ 


Except ey 'r re bern again. 


XX: - 


But · Cod defiros est all ſhould ive; | 553 


Chriſt died the World to * - 
And ſays, whoever will Believe * 

Shall free Redemption have.— 
Lord J believe the Record true 


Thou never ſpake in vain; © | £ 


O! grant me to Experience too, 
By being born àgain. 4 


i » + 
= The Prayer of one groaning for nen 9 5 


6 0 Feſu, Saviour, Sinners Friend, 
Thy Mercies I intfeat, 


With pitying Eye behotd me dend 
Sore laden at By F eet: 0 
g 5 : | at 1 


Vierſ. 19. * Threats of hat Hugh to the Impenitent, 
ſee Ezek. xxxviii. 11. Mark. xvi. 16. Luke xiil. 5: 
John iii. 36. viii. 24. xii. 48. 

Verſ. 20. Promiſes of eternal Life. Matth. xvi. 11. 
John i. 29,—iii. 17.—Xii. 47. 2 Cor. v. 14. 1 Tim. ii. 6. 


1 Heb. ii. 9. 1 Epiſt. Johh it. 2.—iv. 14. 


Verſ. 21. Prayer (ſays one) is the Key of Mach the 


| Life of the Soul, a ſpiritual Ability infuſed into the 


Heart ; whereby the Sinner makes his Requeſt known to 


| "God in the Name of Jeſus Chrift with Faith in the Pro- 


miſes.—5 and it ball be given,——Seet and ye ſhall find. 
Salvation is of free Gift. Therefore doth God require, that 
we ſhould alſo freely and humbly aſt for it. But if we 


= are ſo proud and ſtiff necked we cannot ſubmit to aſk, 
ind rept it 1 5 Gols own 2 0 _ muſt go 


Jens out. 


A 


Ah! Lord, haſt thou inclin'd thine Ear, 


1 found Chriſt. 


1 
no Man can have the Burden of Sin removed from bis 5 
| Hear . 206 Sience, and not know it) they are then con- 
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11 
Loathſome and foul and ſelf abhorr'd, 
* To Thee, 1 now complain ; + 
O! hear me! ſave me! gracious Lord, 
* Bid me be born egein. 
XXII. 
I cannot BT's till in thy Blood, 
I full Redemption have; 
For T hou thro' whom I come to God, 
+, Can't to the utmoit ſave: 
From Sin, the Guilt, .the Pow'r, my Soul, 
* Cleanſe from each Spot and Stain; 
One Drop of Blood ſhall make me whole, 
And J am Boru „ = 
XXIII. 


* 


„ 


To a poor Sinner's Cry, 
I feel, I feel, that thou art near, 
My Lord has paſſed by: 
My r raviſhed Soul is Tull of Thee, 
And thrills thro' ev'ry Vein.— 
Who ſhall declare the Myſtery, | 
Of being bern again ? oY 
25 FE: My 
their, Ged wil force no Man, becauſe he will have : 
no more proud Souls in Heaven. The Lord convince 3 
every unconvinced Soul of this, and give them a praying, 
humble, and contrite Heart, which God will not deſpiſe. i 
Verſ. 21, 22. Expreſſeth the Language of one who is 


deeply convinced. of the Sinfulnefs of Sin, and of their nn 


own miſerable State by Nature; and feel allo from the 


Burden of a wounded Conſcience, that without an Inte- 


reſt in the Merits of Chri/?, they muſt periſh eternally. mn 
And whoever is not thus convinced of Sin, will never 
truly ſee the Want of a Sauiour. = 

Verſ. 23, 24. Expreſſeth the Language of one that has 
Every guſtified and hardoned Sinner, (for 2 
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But O! the Depth of Love divine! 


Oh! 33 a thouſand Tongues to tell, 


e a 
XXIV. 


My ſtammering T ohgue ncht ne'er before, 
Was wont my Ged to praile ; | 


Breaks out in Raptures more and more, 


Of his redeeming Grace: 5 
Which Angels ſeek in vain, - Es + 


How Chriſt (reveal'd in Man) doth ſhine, Wa. 


80 85 he is born again. 
. 


What Chriſt has done for —_ 
Redeem'd my wand'ring Soul from Hell, 
And ſet a Priſoner ITec:. 
God s Anger now is quite appeas'd 
No more need ! complain, 


„ 


In Chriſt his Son he is well TP: d, 


And I am born again. 


XVI., 5 
My Sins, as deep as Crimſon Red, 
No more ſhall burden me ; 


My tuffering Lord the Debt has paid; 


And ſunk them in the Sea: 
And in my Soul the Witneſs place, 
Of precious Faith, a Grain, 


That I am ſaved by his Grace; . 0 


Now I am Born again. 


like Expreſſions. As did holy David, ſaying Thou art my 


Ged and I will praiſe thee. The Virgin Mary, My Soul | 


doth magnify the Lord, &c. 
Ibe es of his Mercy, Micah vii. 19. '+ Eph. ii. 8. 
Herſ. 26,27. Peeldest the blefſed State of a true Believer, 


or juſtified Perſon, for whenever Chri/t by his Spirit, ſpeaks 


Peace to a Soul, they not on! 7 know that all their Hs 
; N be | ' n 


And 
OT to cry out, and give Glory to God in theſe or the 


"we 


A Heaven begun on Earth, we feel * 


The Fulneſs of eternal Bliſs, 


(The Work, indeed, is God's alone, 


Sins are forgiven, by the Witneſs of God's Spirit with Wn 


not commit Sin any more. I hoſoever is born of God, (ſays 
St. John) doth not commit Sin, for his Seed, (i. e. the Grace 
of Chriſt) remaineth in hi 

John il. 3. WM, 


Verſ. 28. Men may preach the Word, but Co muſt 
apply it to our Hearts: + ſo Moſes ſmote the Rock, but it il 
was God which cauſed the Water to flow out. See 
Numbers xx. 8, 9, 10. „„ 


XXVII. 


= 


Who have this Conqueſt won, 
« Trampling o'er Sin, and Death, and Hell, 
© From Strength to Strength going on : * 
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Hoping thro' Chriſt to gain, 
This the Reward of Conqueſt is, 
Of all who're born again. 


XXVII. 
And now, to ſhew the Fruits of this 
And prove the Record true; 


I'll here produce ſome Inſtances, 
As far as Words can do. | 


Or Man's would be but vain, 


Man ſtrikes, but God muſt ſplit the Stone F 
When we are Born again.) 


1 


their Spirit. Rom. vili. 14, 15. But they have a Power | = 
alſo given them in that Inſtant, to conquer all Sin for the f 


ſuture, even their moſt beſetting Sin, ſo that they need 
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n, and he cannot Sin. I Epiſt. of ln 


* As deſcribed, Rom. xiv. 17. 


1 | 7 XXIX. 8 

1 The bart is Lovz *, the Source of all 

* The Fountain of all Blids > 

| Not that we loved Gad at all, e 
1 Pill he firſt loved us; Wot * 
þ And this new Principle of the M ind; 
Does ſo our Hearts conſtrain 4 
To Lovx, and pray that al Matkind 
1 May thus be born again. 


XXX. 

We've Joy, and Peace, t and Power, 
. Th? old Adam's Rage to ſtill, | 
Rejoicing in the preſent Hour 
1 With Joy unſpeakable; : 
All Fear of Death and J udgment too 
1 Away from us is ta'en; f 

Theſe Bleſings all Gad's Children know, | 
Who have been born ain. 55 1 
1 EET 5 ot 
4 God is Love *, 1 1 Ep. "ROE iv. 7, 8. 1 is the grand 
Topic of Religion; to dove God wich all our Heart, Soul, 
and Strength, our Neighbour as ourſelves, and to Mor 
unto all Men (even our Enemies) as we would they 
Pe Which every one who is thus Horn again of God is 


enabled to perform; and as readily 1 with 
every ane's Caſe, See Ezek. xxxvi 26, 27. 


Xilt. 7. Mark ix. 23. 
Verſ. 30. + By Faith we have Peace. The Peace of 
+ (God which al tb 4l SG AHA . nd rejoice in 320 
N the Glan of God, Rom. v. 1, 2 Phil. iv. 
1 The Love of God gaſts out all Fear; "there, 150 
vbeither Fear, nor Condemnation in them which gre in Christ 
1 Jeſus, who walk not i uh the 4759 but Mer the. 5 
g | 70 


. | * 7 
1 'F 1 , 9 ; 


+ Fhould do unto us, is the fulfilling the whole Law of I 


I Cor. | 


* 
84 v4 
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XXXI. by 


Saved from each vain and idle Word, | 
Each evil Temper too; n 00 200 
The Will and Pleaſure of -our Lard, LAS 
We gladly ſtrive te 4 -- #05 5 1 
Tho? Satan oft, beſets us round, a per 168 
With his infernal Train ney 
He flings his Darts, but cannot x wound, ; 
While we are born again m_ ep) 14 % 


__” 


True Faith thus conquers every Foe, 
That would our Souls enthrall + -;- 

By Grace, from Strength. to Sttengh,» we LM * 
And 8 all in all: . 

In every bleſſed Means, we're found, | 14 3 

Where humble Mea are ſeen ; iv — ob 
Praiſing our Lord, with joyful Soun eg 

Thro' whom, we're born again. 33 „ 

en rie But 
which alſo beareth Witneſs with. bur Spi birit that we are the 
Children of God. See Rom. viii. 1, 2, 4, 5, 16. * There- 
fore being juſtified by Faith, (that Faith which is the 
Subſtance of Things hoped for, the Evidence of Things" 
not ſeen) we have Peace with God: e our Lore” 
6, Jeſus Ghrift,” Rom. v. 1. 

* Every one who has thus, made their peace with Gad, 
is ever reſigned to do his Will: and can with an humble Con- 
fidence ſay; I know my Redeemer liveth.” And the Life I notu 
liven the Fleſh, I live by Faith in the Son of God, who ee 
nie and gave himſelf for me. Gal. ii. 20. 

This is the true State of every one who is born again d | 
the Spirit, and reſtored to the Image and Favour of God, 
through the Redemption which is by © eſus Chri/t ;as many 
hundred now living Witneſſes can teſtify, to the SOR of 3 - 
God, and their own very great Happineſs. © - 

And who but Fools; would not. deſire to prove, 

2 heſe like This ?.Of Jos and Wee and Love. _— 
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But aw the World doth r rage and fame, | z 47 = 
At ſuch a Life as this 3 | 


Some wonder how we can preſume - 6 
Io ſeek, to know ſuch Bliſs : nal 
While others actually deny e Id a7 
EY The Senſe of pardond Sin 3 rein 515 
g Tis Frenzy, Madneſs all, they „ 7 
= . Your being born * k 
XXXIV. 9 T 

We "FO our - Gd; a8 well as you, © EMS 
ft Do juſtice te Mankind: 1 hy * 
And hope, without ſo much add, . 
The Way to Heav'n ſhall find. 5 5 Sr : 5 2 
l Thus, o'er the blind, deluded Warld, 3 
N Doth Sin and Satan reign: . © 8 - 


A F aſt in their Arms, ſecurely tara, * 
* not be born * 5 


3 4 * * N * 
* * 1 W n 


1 or 33. 34. This is | the Car e the poor 8 
World; —.— rage and ridicule becauſe (by carnal Wiſdom) 


u by Wiſdem knew not Gad, till it pleaſed God by the 
0 | Feelin of Preacheng to fave them that belreve, T Cor. i. 
20, 21. 
Others are blinded by worldly Purſuits, and their Minde 
W drawn away after vain and trifling Amuſements. All Kinds 
4 of Novels and Romances are read (both by Young and 
I Old) with the greateſt Delight; while the Holy Scripture 
| (which was written for our Inftrufion, in order to make us 
Whappy, both in this Life and that which is to come,) is 
| 2 laid aſide; being looked upon as dry, and infipid. 


int of thoſe Bleſſings, which others enjoy, who daily 
hy _ the Pee, and EP all the —_— of Grace. 


_ WA 
2 
8 * 0 by 
2 3 Cs F : 
1 #0 


1 ey 3 comprehend : 2 Or, St. Paul declares, that the ö 


e, it is no Wonder, why ſuch People are igno—-— 
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But O! what Horrors will ariſe! 
And fill with guilty Fears,, 
Their Souls, when Heath before their Eyes, 

A ghaſtly Ghoſt appears 


1 


No Saviour's Blood, have they to bird, 


To ſave front endlefs Pain 


Becauſe in Life, they took no Heed, 


Of being born 5 8 6 


17 


XXXVI. 


« Ah! ad Man! ' the Te, 1s come 7 
Thou can'ſt nor ſcape e 
The Day ! the diſmal Day of Poem. 3 


Thou, with thy Hopes muſt die: . ; \ 


The dire Occaſion of thy Fate, 
Thou'lt ſoon behold too plain, „ 
And grieve in Hell, when 'tis too late, 
g Thou was not born 15 ; : 


7 = 


WES FP et han Now 


* Who can ehe the ad of LY a one in 
his laſt Moments? who is without pe, and without God. 
When pale Death approaches to ſummon him before the 


_ Judge of Quick and Dead, with all the Guilt and 
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orror of Condemnation upon his Conſcience; (a true 


Foretaſte of that Hell, ſo often mentioned in Scripture. 
185 here the Norm dieth not, and the Fire is not guenched.) 


All chat they have in the World would they then give for 
a Week, yea for a Day's Reprieve; (and perhaps with great 


Promiſes of Amendment, ) but all in vain. Death and Sa- 


tan, are both too eager to Ne mel Prey; and too haue -| 
WI a Bribs. 185 = | 
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i 
. 
e evil Fiends around their Bed, 
Prepare their dreary Flight; 
o bear their trembling Souls, when dead, 
I0o Realms of endleſs Night, | 
Where Hope ne er comes, nor Gleam of . 
1 ate their Pain; 


ife, they ſet ſuch Sigh, 8 
* ihe born again. 7 | 


XXXVIII. 


The dreadful Sin .conſuming Fi ire, 
Cod on their Souls Will breathe ; 
A Brimſtone Stream of vengeful lre, 

Whick flays with line Death. 
Conſcience, the Norm w 

Shall know with ceafeleſs Pain; Q 
Caſt out for ever, from G $ 10 f 3 

eber to be . . 1 ah 


XXXIX. TAS 

£ Hear, 3 Sls; 4 ache es, 
And ſhudder at my Tale; 

Conſign'd to Woes which never end, 
£1 ſigh, and weep, and wail ; 

perſuaded to receive, 

* .*, Th Advice, I did diſdain ; | 

* * Leſt you, like me, have Cauſe to grieve, t 
In e not being born 1 l 


To miti 
Becauſe in 


ch never 147 | 


01 Be 


THE 
See Ifaiah 1951. 24. Mark . 16. 
= Hons a-Place of endleſs Woe; appointed of God, for 
all Unbelievers and Deſpiſers of Chri/? and his Goſpel. 
+ Thus, the rich Man, in the 


oſpel, lifting up his 
Fps in Torment; would willingly have ſent to warn his 
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But it was 
told him, they had Moſes and the Aa let them hear 


Brethren, to flee from that Place of Miſery. 


them, Oc. Luke xvi. 31; 


for. 


every Man by Nature, and which, (as our Church ex 


O N LUS ION. 


AVING now gone through my Subject as 1 4 


not in a high learned Stile, but in all Plainneſs and j 24 


Simplicity, and I hope agreeable both to Scripture and 


Chriſtian Experience. Yet I am very ſenſible, many Ob- | 


jections and Ridicule will be caſt upon it, by the cenſo- : 


rious unbelieving World; ſome of which I will endea- 
vour to anſwer, with an Obſervation or two upon the 
whole, which may (through God's Blefling) be uſeful ta 


others who are of a better Mind. Although I can »1 


nothing more (nor would I offer any other than what 
bave upon good Authority,) yet, I ſhould. be glad 5 if 


could offer a Word, that might be any W uſeful. \ 


- 


4 
1 
1 


E * 1 have ſhewn. from Scripture, that all Mankind 


are Sinners, which no one diſputes. Secondly, that Gad 


deſireth all ſhould repent and be /aved. , Thirdly that Chriſt} 
died to purchaſe this Salvation for all that will accept it. 


which none but Athei i/ts and Deiſts deny. And fourth] = 
that but few, (nevertheleſs) are, or will e thus ſaved ; not- 


withſtanding they acknowledge themſelves to be Sinners, 
and aſſent to all the Truths of the Goſpel. —One Thing 


hindereth and becomes a Bar, or ſtumbling Block (thro? 


Unbelief;) which is This—when any of thoſe true Goſe 
pel Miniſters of Chr: ½, begin to ſpeak of the Origin offi 
Sin, and the inbred Corruption ax is in the Heart off 


preſleth it. Art. 9.) deſerveth God's EE and Damnal 
tion; here Men | begin to ſtagger, here many. {tumble and 
20 for this } is _ to the * n which Fleſh ang 
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Blood cannot bear, and yet, it muſt be ſo: for, if the Law 
was not preached, Man would never. know. Sin, as St. 
Paul declares at large, Rom. Chap. vii.— Sin is compared 
to a Plant or Tree that hath taken deep Root in the Earth; 
which, if we lopoff the Boughs, others will preſently grow, 
Tea if we cut away all the Branches and Stem, while the 
Stock and Root remaineth unhurt in the Ground, it will 
= quickly branch out again. But when the Axe is laid to 
che Root of the Tree, and it be deeply and affectually 
W wounded there; all the Branches (the outer Sins) will prey 
ſentiy wither, and die away of courſe.— But here again 
lies the great Difficulty. This, no Man can effect, by his 
own natural Strength and Power; without that inward 
Work of God's Holy Spirit upon his Soul, and the Grace 


bare in the foregoing Pages, been labouring to prove; 
and would hope, Tot qui in vain. The' many are the 
= Objections and Oppoftions. 

5 | "Fitk, Men both reje& the Metis, and ridicule the Doc- 
Fine; calling it Enthuſiaſm, We. ſaying, there is no Need of 
nch Holinefs and Strictneſs. That God does not re- 
WW guire it of us; that they 
bey mult fidt neglect their worldly" Buſineſs, or family 
Affairs, tb go to'Preathing and Prayers: and the like. 
Now, I will put this to every reaſonable Man to anſwer, 


7 


4 whether it be poſſible to obtain the End, either of Reli- 


Per Mears. — While I lay before you a few plain Texts 
Woof Sctipture, by which every Man may. know aſſuredly, 
| Toby Judge rightly concerning this Matter. God ſays, be ye 


Ni. 
Jil 
t 


WHeb. BM St. Paul ſays, They that | live in Pleaſures 


dad ww | 
Wor Cod. Becauſe the carnal Mind, is Enmity againſt God + 
WRomn. viii. 7. And, St. John ſays, If any Man love the World, 
* the Things of the World, ih Love of God, it not in him, 
Pon n. 15.  Thefe are the Wofds of Holy Scripture, 


lu 
Which every reaf Chriſtian knows to be infallible Truth; 
Wind, Tone would think) no nominal Chriſtian, * would 
dare to dipute.— Search the Striptures, ſays our Lord. 


CS * 
Ab þ 
: 


e in his Heart, trough being born again. As I 


muſt have a little Pleaſure; &c. that 


gion, or any other Acquirement, without uſing the pro- 


aan Boh. bout Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


bile they ue. i. e. dead to God and the Things 


Fs 2 25 * * » + 3 188 5 . 3. > 
t,upon Record,” for our Intruction and Admonition. 
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unto $774 and e there 0 2 it. Ala vii. 13, 14. 
Again. He that doeth Righteous 7, it righteous; he that 
commits Sin ix of the Devil. ys iii. 7, 8: Theſe are 
the plain and undeniable Rules ſaid down in the Holy Gof- 
pel, whereby every Man may try and prove himſelf; and by 
this Book, will all Men be'tried in the 2 Day. See Rev. 
XX. 12, 13. John xii. 48. And the bleſſed Teſts, concludes 
his Miſtion, in theſe” moſt extenſive ahd kind, yet awful 
and piercing ood ca : to his Diſciples. -G Je into all the 
Morld, (ſays he) and preach this Goſpel to every Creature: 
he that Bk oy be ved. Hut he that "belteveth not, 
| fe be damned. See Mark xvi: 15, 16. John iii. 18, 36.— 
Thus, Life, and Death, Heaven and Hell, is ſet before 
us in the cleareſt Light: and if any Man periſh, it is 
not (3od's Fault, but his own. But alas ! II ho hath be- 
lieved this Report 2—How very few regard thoſe i important 
Fruths, is eafily diſcerned, from daily Obſervation. * See- 
ing, how large a Company are going on in the broad May to 
Destruction How ew, in the 'narrow Way, &c. Now 
let every reaſonable Man judge; from his own Conſei- 
ence, whether there is not great need, of preaching up 
Holineſs, yea, of preaching Chrift, and him crucified, ſecing, 
the whole world lieth in Wickedneſs and Idolatry. Save 
a ſmall Number only; whom the Lord hath brought from 
"among them. — This N ation, which is called a Proteſtant 
Nation, groaneth beneath its Load of Sin; — the Sin of In- 
fidelity. That moſt pernicious Error of the Church of 
Rome *, (like a contageous Peſtilence) has ſpread itſelf 
quite through the Land. And it is thought by Men of 


clear Judgment and Experience, there is now in this 
| 1 Na- 


— 


q A 
nn 


- * TheCburch of Ron: 55 3 Sele en 55 Faith, 
and holds all Men accurſed, who profeſs that Doctrine. ( Cr. 


trary to Scripture, and every -real Chr nan” 5 Experience. A* 
The Lord 2 their Eyes alſo. 
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# Nation, not leſo than two Millions of Souls, who either 
8 abſolutely deny; that great Article of our Church, Juſti- 


Apoſtle Paul faith) Hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs : 
'A knowingly and willingly living in Sin, either in ſecret, or 
Þ open Breach of ſome! one, or more Points of the moral 
= Law. A lamentable Caſe indeed. And what is ſtill worſe, 
5 they think there is no harm in it, becauſe there are others 
as bad, and worſe than themſelves, —And theſe Men (ne- 
vertheleſs) call themſelves Chriſtians; and profeſs to be- 


will very readily ſay, they hope to be ſaved as well as others. 
Tuo perhaps they continue in Sin to the laſt Day of their 
Life. —Thbis is retching the Forbearance, and Long- 
ſuffering of God; to its utmoſt Length. May the Lord, 
by his Holy Spirit, convince them of the grievous Er- 
ror; and ſhew them, that they are all. in the broad Way 
to De/iruttion ; upon the very Brink of Eternity; and, if they 


not only moſt abominable in God's Sight, but even ſcan- 
dalous to a Proteſtant Name and Nation. And all this Evil 


(or rather Atheiſm) that damning Sin of Unbelief ; which 
fo much prevails in this Nation. Infidelity, (ſays Dr. Young) 
is. the Parent of the Love of Pleaſure : for fenſual Pleaſure 


5 | Faith, rejects all the ommandments and Reſtrictions 
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* ſo little concerned about it. 
WW Thus Sin and Satan rules with e val Sway, 
"The Heart, that's taint with Infidelity. 


12 all our Thoughts, and ſees all 805 AQions, and will re- 
. Ward every M 

= clude with a few Words to ſuch of ven, wy * 5 
4h n, s are of 4 better Mind. 


8 


. fication. by Faith, i. e. Forgiveneſs of Sins. Or. (as the 


lieve in Feſus Obriſi; (ibo in Works they deny him,) and 


repent not, they muſt all periſh.—Surely ſuch Profeſſers are 


and Wickedneſs, we are convinced, ariſeth from Infidelity; 


(fay he) begets Infidelity; and Infidelity being oppoſite to 


laid down in the Book of God. For if Mankind had any 
real Belief in the Scripture, of a future Reward and Pu- 
1 niſhment, or of the Omniſcience, and Omnipreſence, of a 
zuſt and holy Ged. They could never live ſuch wicked 
; ' and commit ſuch; Actions, (as-many do) a and yet be ä 


But commending thoſe unto that juſt Judge, ( who knows 


e n Fe 


an, according to his own Forks) I ſhall con- 


And 
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1 And firſt, To you, who being convinced of thoſe im- ü 
portant Truths, begin to find in your Hearts, a Deſire to | 

5 be ſaved, to eſcape the Wrath to come, and be happy Par- 
| takers with thoſe who have gotten an Intereſt in the 


„ | Blood of ri, I exhort you, firſt ſeriouſiy to conſider 
al of this Matter. You muſt determine by the Grace” bf 
Chriſt, (without which ye can do nothing.) To forſake all 
ih Evil, and to purſue all Good, and diligently to walt 
4 upon God, in all his appointed Means; without which, 
5 you have no Grounds to hope you ſhall obtain your De- 
-IÞ lire. —Chrift fays, ust and it ſhall be given; ſeek and ye Jhall 
= |. find; 1. Hear the Word of God preached and explained, 
ix (if poſſible) by ſound Goppel Miniſters; Faith comes by hear- 


Ing. 2. Search the Scriptures diligently ; with your Heart 
4 lifted up to God, for his enlightning Grace; without which, 
I all our Reading and Hearing would profit little, for the Scrip- 
tures are ſpiritually diſcerned: 3. Be fervent in Prayer; 
Fed which is the Life of the Soul; (as ſhewn'under Verſe 21.) 
<A, and laſtly, Omit not that blefled Ordinance, the Sup- | 
= | 00 F the Lord. Vet, not reſting in any of theſe, but 
1 looking through them into Chriſt. And whoever thus 
. | ſeeks with an humble believing Heart, ſhall ſurely find 
__ | * =_ the Lord is gracious, and will be merciful to him à 
| OF. + - 8 . 1 Flor 
Secondly, to you who do walk in the Ways of God's 
Commandments, and have in any Degree rightly be- 
ns | lieved in the Lord Jeſus; Hold faſi whereunto. you have | 
ny | attained; giving all Diligence; to make your Calling aud 
u. | Election ſure. And may the Lord increaſe in you more 
ra | and more, that pure living Faith which ſaveth from. the 
eq | Power of Sin here, and from the, Puniſhment of it here- 
ufer; as deſcribed under Verſe 26, 27, 30, 31. which 
Lach is the Gift of God. — For; whatever Faith beſide, 
a2 Man may imagine to have, if it doth not produce thoſe Wil 
good Effects, making him more Holy, and more ede 1 
wa | it is nothing worth: it is no better Faith than the 
e- | Devils, Who believe all that is written of Chriſt, that he Wl 
n- | Þs the Son of God, c. yea, and tremble (ſays St. James) Wl 
nd | and yet they are Devils ſtill; lacking that true Chriſtian 
Faith whichaworketh by Love; which puriſieth the Heart, and 
. clranſeth from all Sin. For, for this End, Chri/# '7e/us Wil 


— 


1 25 deſtroy the Works ef the Devil; (which is Sin) and to 
b -cleanſe As (overs one- that. truly beliereth) from all Un- 
ri mt See 1 Epiſt. John i. 9. iii. 8, 9. And, 
4. $ (bleltel ot Ged) his Power is the ſame to ſave now, as it 
WW | was ſeventeen hundred Years 280.— This. is the unſpeak- 
able Priyilege of Believers Every juſtified Perſon, actu- 
ally enjoys, and knows this, from himſelf As all Chrift- 
gane, in all Ages and Places have declared. Not only the 


Hundred are now living Witneſſes of thoſe bleſſed Truths; 
-—among whom, I. myſelf, (to the Glory of his Name,) 


Keſurrection, has. raiſed from Death unte Life. — 


* Sav'd'me from Hell, and does continue ſtill, 
To ſave from Sins, chat War againſt my Will. 


And it is highly neceſſary, as, well as . 
phat every one profeſſeth the Name of a Chriſtian; ſhould 


out it they are no Chriſtians, for the Name of Chr:/7 only, 
without a Meaſure of his ſaving Grace, can never bring, a 
Man to Heaven: as I have already ſufficiently ſnewn. But, to 
*firengthen my Aſſertion, Iwill produce one Witneſs more. 
Ide preſent learned Dr. Sherlact, (now Biſhop of London,) 
has 5 declared in a late an © If we refuſe the 
Redemption from Sin, (ſays he) we ſhall never partake in 
© the Redemption from the Puniſhment: of; it. All the 
Arts and. Contrivances of Men, to, atone for their Sins 
without forſaking them, are high Aﬀronts to God, Con- 
ttradictions to Reaſon; and are in Fact, utterly incan- 


it by 
i 


ſiſtent with the Doctrine of the Goſpel/— Thus it is 
plain, both from the Word of God, —— Word of Man, 
chat, whoever does not, in ſome Degree, Experience 
mis ſaving Faith and Knowledge of C/ 72 in their Hearts, 
(a ſure Truſt and Confidence. in his Merits for Satvation : ) 
= or, are humbly and believingly ſeeking for it in the Uſe of 
de Means; they are in a moſt deplorable, and dangerous 
State, fa/7 aſlrep'i in thein dins, under the Wrath of the Almighty ; 
wilhout E. and without God in the e Morld. 


came, in. the Ele ie rake awey the Sint of the TVorld. 


© Apoſtles, and Fathers ſoon after them, but even down to 
theſe latter Times; (as I have already obſerved) many 


am one of the. leaſt, whom Chriſ, by the Power of his 


experience thus much for themſelves. — Yea, with- | 
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oh! way our bleſſed Redeemer, awaken and'convince 


them; by a ſpeedy Work of his good Spirit upon their 
Hearts; turning them from Darkneſs unto Light; and from 
the Power of Satan unto Gad. And grant that I, and all, 
who profeſs, and call themſelves Chriſtians; may fully 
experience this | pure living Faith; which alone can 


enable us, (as it did the glorious Martyrs, and pious Re- 


formers of our Church,) to bear and ſuffer, all Things, 
for Chriſt, and his Goſpel's Sake; and carry us, with all 
humble Obedience, thro' this Life, in full Aſſurance of 
a happy, and glorious Eternity. ,  _  _.. 
And laſtly: to you, Brethren, (of whatever Denomina- 
tion; who have received the ingrafted Mord into your Hearts; 
and haue felt the Powers of the World to come) Be ye ſtrong 
in the Lord: daily ſetting good Examples before Men, 
by. your Lives and Converſation, (that: oibers ſceing your 
Love and good Works, may glorify. oi Father which is in 
Heaven.) Preſſing forward; towards the Mark of your 
high Calling; which is Holineſs in Chriſt Feſus; with- 
out which, no Man ſhall: ſee the Lord. — But above all Things 


do not neglect Prayer. The Prayers of the Faithful avail- - 


eth much.— 


Prayer is a Key which ſhuts and opens Heaven; 
hleſs'd is the Man to whom that Gift is given. 


Therefore you my Bretbren, who are endued with this 
moſt excellent Gift, uſe it with all Fervency; at all 


Times and in all Places; pray, ſays the Apoſtle, with all 1 


- 


Manner of Prayer. For all Sorts and Conditions of Men, 


pray for your King and Country; pray for the Proſperity 
of the Gafpel; for all ſpiritual Preachers and Teachers . = 
for yourſelves and Family; for your Friends and Neigh- Wl 
bours ; but more eſpecially, for all poor careleſs Sinners, 
who never pray for themſelves. And amongſt the reſt, | 7 
remember ns, your weak and unworthy, yet wilting Friend 1 


and Brother, in Chri/f, And the Lord Jeſus help all our 
Infirmities, WW 
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m” of THANKSG IVING|| 


wy 


[ E HRIS T, the ReſarreBiin and the Life, 


0 M E, let us lift our Videos high, 
High as our Joys ariſe, 

And join the Songs above the Sky, 
Where Pleaſure never dies: 


Jeſus, the God that fought and bled, 


And conquer'd when he fell, 
That roſe and at his Chariot Wheels 
Dragg'd all the Pow'rs of Hell. 
Jeſus the God invites us here 
To this triumphal Feaſt, 


And brings immortal Bleſfings down- 


For each redeemed Gueſt, 
The Lord ! How glorious is his F "of 
How kind his Smiles appear! 


And O what melting Words he ſays 


To ev'ry humble Ear! _ Do 5 
© For you, the Children of my Love, | 
© It was for you I died; 


. beleid my Feet, 


And look into my Side. 


a © Theſe are the Wounds for you 1 Rs. 


© The Tokens of my Pains, 
When I came down to free your Souls 
From Miſery and Chains. 
Juſſice unſheath'd its fiery Sword, 

And plung'd it in my Heart! a 
© Infinite Pangs for you I bore, 

0 N moſt MOL Smart, 


When Hell and all its ſpightful Pow'rs, 
Stood dreadful in my Way, 
Fo reſcue thoſe dear Lives of yours 
© I gave my own away. 
- But while I bled, and groan'd and dy'd, 
I ruin'd Satan's Throne. 
£ High on my Croſs I hung, and ſpy'd 
The Monſter tumbling down. 
? Now you muſt triumph at my Feaſt, 
And taſte my Fleſh, my Blood; 
< And live eternal Ages bleſs, 
For 'tis immortal Food,” 19 80 
Victorious GOD] What can we pay 
For Favours ſo divine? 
We would devote our Hearts away 
To be for ever Thine. 
We give Thee, Lord, our higheſt Praiſe, 
Th he Tribute of our Tongues ; 
ut Themes ſo infinite as theſe 
Exceed our nobleſt Songs! 
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Se will Je publ 14 — 64. 
' The Third Epzr10N ieh Large Additins. 


£33 213511 342 


Cd 


i 18 1 


| of 58 Wonderful | Signs of -Whniſts nd Dowling, Ge. 


Containing, | 1. Obſervations upon the Scripture 


- Propnecies, as they feem:paralle} to the Signs of the pre- 
ſent Times. 


2. A ſhort Account of the moſt remarkable 
Comets, Earthquakes, Gr, which have ha in theſe 
Nations, for upward of a thouſand Years. 3. Of the 
great Comet, expected according to Sir 1/aac Newton's 


- Account, in 1758. With ſerious Reflections upon the fatal 


Conſequences attending the Approach of ſuch vaſt Bodies 
of Fire. Printed for fe Scott, &c. 
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